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symbol of conspiracy and dissatisfaction, are rendering a
miserable service to their country,
"Out of the absence of impartiality and justice in the
public service in the administration of the army in 1917,
there arose the Juntas of Military Defence. It could be vir-
tually said that to-day, in spirit at least, the Military Juntas
are a reality. The writings which are clandestinely appear-
ing with the initials U.M.E. and U.M.R. are convincing
symptoms of their existence and heralds of future civil strife
if steps are not taken to prevent it. I consider it easy to
prevent it with measures of consideration, impartiality, and
justice. That movement of collective insubordination of
1917, provoked, in large part, by favouritism and arbitrary
caprice in the matter of promotions, was produced under
circumstances similar to, though perhaps worse than, those
which exist to-day in the ranks of the army. I will not hide
from your Excellency the dangers inherent in this state of
collective conscience at the present moment, when it is
joined to professional uneasiness, the uneasiness felt by all
good Spaniards confronted by the grave problems facing
their country.
"Though many miles removed from the Peninsula, re-
ports do not fail to reach me, through various channels,
which affirm that the state of mind which can be noticed
here exists equally, if not to a greater extent, not only in the
peninsular garrisons, but also among all the military forces
charged with maintaining public order. As one who knows
the meaning of discipline, to the study of which I have
devoted many years, I can assure you that such is the spirit
of justice that reigns in the ranks of the military, that any
harsh measure which is unjustified produces self-defeating
consequences in the rank and file of the garrisons and
slanderous accusations.
"I feel it my duty to bring to your attention something